
~ Clarence Valley Seniors’ Computer Club Inc. ~  

Management Committee Meeting 9 February 2023 (held at the new Clubrooms) 

Meeting opened by President Fiona at 3.00pm 
 

Members present: Fiona Bain, Peter Campbell, Barry Dwarte, Jo Ellis, Gail Ferguson,  
Gavin Loy, Bob McPherson, Warren Rackham, Cheryl Smith and Wesley Smith 

 
Apologies received from: Dave Robertson 
Moved apologies be accepted (Fiona /Cheryl) 
 

Minutes: Moved (Fiona/Gavin) the adoption of the minutes of 10 Nov 2022 – carried 
 

Business arising from the minutes: Nil 
 
Correspondence:  
1. Hannah Webber, Clarence Valley Council - Correspondence interchange regarding the 
new premises - Council allows fixtures on internal walls, Council will supply two keys to the 
premises, we have to pay for additional (two additional ordered), One external sign has 
been approved. 
2. Clarence Conversations Newsletter (CVC) - Asking if the Club wishes to be included in 
the Clarence Conversations newsletter. Secretary to follow up. 
3. Cheryl Smith - Resigning from position of club cleaner, for personal reasons. A vote of 
thanks was made to Cheryl for her contribution in the past, and was carried by unanimous 
acclamation. No replacement was made for the time being, and members can ‘take it in 
turns’ as needed. 
4. Clarence “Connectu2 Team” - asking if we would like to have a speaker come to the 
club to talk about community transport in the Clarence Valley. Secretary to notify all 
members to see if there is enough interest to hold a Friday Club seminar session. 
5. Clr Ian Tiley, CVC Mayor - Wishing the Club a happy and prosperous year ahead, and 
offering his continued support. Noted. 
6. Telstra - Advising that our telephone plan is to be upgraded from $90 per month to $110 
per month. Gavin will call Telstra to discuss this and report. 
 
Moved (Warren/Wes) that the correspondence be received and noted - carried. 
 
President’s Report: No report        
 
Treasurer’s Report:   Balance 31 Nov 2022       $ 54,077.77   
     Income Dec 2022              $      331.53   
     Expenditure Dec 2022      $      473.45 

Net Worth end Dec 2022  $ 53,935.85 
The Treasurer advised that due to a ‘mystery’ banking transfer which was effected on 20 
January is under investigation with the BCU, an accurate financial statement is unable to 
be advised to this meeting. 
The Treasurer also advised that a box of financial papers appear to have gone missing in 
the move process. 
Treasurer’s report moved (Fiona /Peter) - carried 



 

Reports:  
 
Programme Officer -Program Report: 
Term One class schedule sheets were printed in December and up-dated in January, to meet changes that occurred, 
during the club’s festive break. 

Jennifer Apps reported late in January, that she would not be able to take her duties in Term One and I thank 

Peter Campbell, who stepped in to take her Wednesday Apple class. Wesley Smith also requested changes to 

the body text of his two Monday genealogy classes. 

Class instructors and members were advised of these changes, using the club’s direct email system. Frank 

James, our club’s webmaster, was also advised of these changes and he quickly updated the club’s website 

accordingly. 

The computer room at 48 was set-up to accommodate 7 members in the one class.  This number has proven 

a bit tight and that room is under review to overcome this problem. 

 

Gaille Sheehan started in Term One as a new class instructor and was welcomed by members in her first 

week. I convey my thanks to Frank James, who met Gaille prior to her first week, to explain how the club 

computer system works.      

          

The Kitchen at 50A was not suitable, due to lack of sitting space, for our class members’ lesson break. 

Therefore a room was set-up at the front of the building. This room with great views quickly become known 

as the “Tea Room”.  

I would like to move the class instructor’s computer out of the spare room into the office room. This would 

allow extra space to move the unwanted items which are currently stored in the office room. This move 

would also save running an extra air conditioner.  

The spare room has items stored that perhaps now are unwanted in our new premises and therefore I 

recommend that a stocktake be undertaken to ascertain their value to this club.    

         

I close this report and welcome any feed-back on how this committee can improve 50A to make our new 

club rooms a comfortable and safe learning environment for our members. 

Bob MacPherson  

 

Bob also raised two additional matters: 
a) Our Logo should be changed, as it portrays images that are out of date. It was decided that we 
should put a new design request out to members to see what they might come up with. 
b) We have items that have been brought over in the removal process, which we do not need. 
Now is the time that a cull of unwanted items should take place. 

Moved ( Bob/Fiona ) that the report be adopted – carried 
 
IT Report A Telstra technician installed NBN, phones and internet to our new premises on Mon 
23rd Jan. A problem occurred when it was found there was no NBN connected, which took 4 hours 
to rectify. Our NBN speeds are 58.92mbs on downloads, and 18.97 on uploads. 
All our training computers have been networked, with excellent speed, and have been connected 
to the Toshiba printer. Some of the black computer boxes need wifi adapters to enable cable-free 
connection such as Database unit and the Dell Office computer. 
 
Moved ( Gavin / Cheryl ) that the report be adopted – carried 
 
 
Kitchen/Stationery Report All is good 
 
 
Reception Coordinator All is good 



.  
Membership and Data Report The Open Day was successful, and we gained 12 new members. 
We had 109 members at end of last financial year, we have 64 at present. 
 
Moved ( Warren / Cheryl ) that the report be adopted – carried 

Publicity Team ReportPublicity Report:  
There is so much to report since our last November meeting.  

November 25, was the date when our club held our annual AGM, which attracted a small gathering of 

members. Fiona Bain was welcomed in as our new president along with Peter Campbell as our new 

Treasurer and Warren Rackham held his position as club secretary. 

Diane Latta did not nominate as treasurer and her long service to this committee was expressed with 

acclamation by those in attendance.    

 

December 9, was the date for our club’s Christmas lunch, which was held at the Lawrence Tavern.   

27 members enjoyed a delicious 2 course meal and thanks were conveyed to the Chef and staff for their 

caring service. A fun time was had by all, with lots of gifts and treat giveaways.  

      

January 13 was the date for our club’s promotion at Yamba, which was set-up as an information table, in the 

foyer of the Yamba Shopping Fair. Good feed-back was reported from those voluntary committee members 

who staffed the table for the duration of that day.  

 

January 20 was the date for our club’s annual open day, which was conducted in our new location at 50A 

River Street. Again, good feed-back was reported from those who volunteered their help on that day. 

 

January was also the month that our club evacuated from 48 to 50A River Street. This move was a huge 

effort that was implemented by the committee members. The voluntary team moved the entire smaller items, 

leaving the bigger heavier items for the professional removalists.  

Both premises were cleaned and classes started at our new premises on Monday January 30. There is still 

much more to be done at 50 A, as some fine tuning was undertaken during the first week of classes.  

 

Advertising during our committed functions was confirmed with both Radio and Press, along with back-up 

posters printed in A3 and A4 sizes and 80 DL hand-out pamphlets were printed.  

Class schedule sheets in Term 6 2022 and again in Term One 2023, were also used to promote this club’s 

functions to members.  

 

This club’s logo design is very much out dated. We spend good money promoting digital technology and 

here we are in 2023, still using a logo that showcases an old box style computer. During our current 

promotional material, I dropped our old logo and in its place used digital images. The timing is right, as we 

move into 2023 and our new club rooms, to come up with a more modern logo.  

 Bob MacPherson  

 

Bob also reported that he has placed an article about the Club and our move to No 50A River 
Street in the local community news section of the Independent newspaper,which was 
appreciated.. 

Moved ( Bob / Warren) that the report be adopted – carried 
 
 
Cleaning Coordinator’s Report All is good. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
General Business: 
 
1. Stained wall in 50A toilets - Gail has approached Council staff to repaint the stained 
internal wall(s) in the toilet. 
 
2. Appreciation was given to Committee member Wes Smith for the donation of a blower 
and cord for the cleaning of the rear courtyard 
3. Email Account - each log-in on a new machine has to be checked by entering a code. 
 
4. ASCCA - We have previously belonged to the ASCCAssn, at an annual fee. It was 
agreed that we do not continue with this membership. 
 
5. Change of Address with Australian Business Register - Secretary Warren has had the 
usual run-around in trying to talk with beaurocracy, simply to change the ABN street 
address and public officer on our ABN certificate. We will continue to pursue! 
 
6. Change of account signatories at BCU banking - This is being currently effected. 
 
7. Invitation to Mayor and General Manager for morning tea - Secretary to arrange for a 
suitable Thursday or Friday. We can broach the idea of wall removal at that time! 
 
8. Lease Action - There has been NO approach yet by Council to enter into our new lease. 
 
9. Club Insurance - We have been quoted $1,092.21 (Business Package) and $279.57 
(Voluntary Workers) renewals from Websters (SA), our long-term insurers. It is due on 15 
February. This amount was queried, and it was decided that we seek another quote from a  
local company - Secretary to action, and advise. 
 
10. Key Return - The Secretary asked that all keys to the former premises at No 48 be 
returned, to enable collation and return to Council. 
 
11. Name Tags - It was decided to NOT pursue the name tags for members for the time 
being. 
 
12. Toshiba Printer meter readings - Secretary Warren has agreed to submit the monthly 
meter reading returns to our Coffs Harbour supplier. 
 
13. Cameron Woodrow Signs - Council has agreed that we can attach one sign, at our 
expense, to the exterior of the new building. Moved (Fiona/Jo) that Secretary Warren 
arrange with Cameron Woodrow to undertake the work - Carried. 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 4.20 pm 
 
The next Management Committee Meeting to be held on 9 March 2023 at 3.00pm 
 
 
 



-- ooOOOoo– 


